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couldn’t be here this time, so
we had someone do it for us.”

For Hoth, such events are
about protecting local animals,
with Castoff forwarding this
mission by utilizing funds
raised through the Thrift Store
and community donations.

“I just want to make
sure all the animals in the
community are safe,” Hoth
said. “If they get lost, we want
them to find their home. It is
sad to see those animals go into
animal control or in the shelter,
and almost every week we have
two or three dogs. They are lost,
and we want to help them.”

Volunteer Jeanne Strack
distributed the microchips to
pets that day because caring for
animals is her passion, so she
volunteers when she can.

“I’ve worked with ...
Castoff for probably 13 years or
so, and they needed help doing
microchips, and I have done

thousands,” Strack said. “It
gave me chance to visit people
and love on their dogs.

“Alot of people just can’t
do things like this because of
the money, and it is great to see
so many people come through
and care for their animals like
they are. It is heartwarming
and a great thing that Castoff
is doing.”

Another volunteer,
Tammy Vaughn, made free tags
for the animals, which was also
popular with the community
Jan. 30.

“I have made a lot of
them,” Vaughn said. “I think we
have done more tags than we
have chips, but we have done
a lot of both. It is a great thing
that we are doing, and it is good
that people are coming in to get
tags for their animals.”

The tags were something
that Hoth and Castoff decided
to do since they were already

Tammy Vaughn was happy to volunteer her time creating
nametags for pets during Castoff Pet Rescue’s Safe Pet Project
Saturday at the Thrift Store on Cobalt Street.

doing microchipping for free.

“We hope to continue
doing this if we have enough
support in the community to
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parcel for Arby’s development,
but COVID-19 pretty much
halted the efforts of the DDA —
and everyone else, for that matter
— until recently.

DDA Program Manager
Darren Harper has been trying to
restore momentum to the project,
aiming to keep pace with growth
in the region, which has risen
right alongside COVID-19, as
homebuyers flock from urban
areas and travelers head for
closer-to-home locales.

In the Jan. 26 meeting,
Harper presented a proposed
plan including a welcome
center attached to bathrooms
immediately behind City Hall,
a location that would cut down
on building costs by tying into
existing utility lines there.

Harper’s thought behind
a welcome center was to
partner with the Chamber of
Commerce to provide downtown
visitors a central, easy-to-locate
information site, especially since
the county’s current Community
Center welcome area has proven
hard for many people to find.

Between council and board
members, however, the group
consensus was that a downtown
welcome center was not needed
at this time, and that what they
really wanted to focus on was
getting the parking lot paved and
public bathrooms installed.

DDA Board Member
Robert Rogers suggested using
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Henson, who also serves as
county surveyor, to draw up plans
for the project, and everyone
agreed that this was the direction
they needed to go.

Rogers actually reached
out to Henson about potentially
working the project close to a
year ago before everything got
waylaid because of the virus, so
this is simply a continuation of
those efforts.

“What we’re looking for
from him is engineering and
design as far as laying out the
parking lot, grading it, where to
put the bathrooms, all that kind
of stuff,” Rogers said.

Henson will be drawing up
different possible locations for the
bathrooms, as several participants
in the Tuesday meeting felt they
should stick with their original
plan of installing them closer to
the square for greater visibility
and ease of access, instead of
right behind City Hall.

As far as atimeline, Rogers
said the plans may take 30 days
or so to complete, after which
they will be able to pick a path
and come up with construction
costs. He’s hopeful that grading
can occur soon, followed by
construction of the actual project
pending the weather.

“I think we’ll have asphalt
there by the summer,” Rogers
said. “It can move fast once it
starts.”

The DDA still holds two

DDA Program Manager
Darren Harper will be glad
to finally see progress on the
city’s paved parking lot and
bathrooms downtown, projects
that have stalled for various
reasons over the years.

Photo by Shawn Jarrard
pieces of the Haralson Property
Development, the lots on either
side of the intersection of Bob
Head Street and Pat Haralson
Memorial Drive. Board members
currently have no plans for these
lots and are holding them for
future consideration.

Older parking lot plans
exist, but newer plans are
necessary because the current
gravel parking lot has been shored
up with about 200 truckloads of
Arby’s dirt, and the DDA also
wants to ensure grading accounts
for future two-story development
on the adjacent Haralson lot
there.

Photo by Jarrett Whitener
help pay for the microchip,
because it is expensive,” Hoth
said.

Those interested in
supporting the group can
make donations at the Thrift
Store or by shopping there. For
more information, visit https://
castoffpetrescue.org.
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MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~
Forming through Finilshing, House Slabs,
Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work!
Blg Jobs and Small Jobs! * Insured

See photos on Facebook under Lee Montgomery

Call 706-781-1806
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Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209 f

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm ¢ Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

Trust Tom Taylor
ﬁ Integril‘y YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT
. Guidance Medicare
Taylor Insurance Group | Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,
WE DO WHAT Under 65 Health Plans,
OTHERS Dental
PROMISE

AGCS GRADING
& EXCAVATING

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel,
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing,

Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements

No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates
Locally Owned & Operated

706-897-0411

QQT AL RECOVER )
MNN\___ N\

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

2, PuroClean

The Paramedics of Property Damage

706-400-6110
Your 24/7 Emergency Responder for
Water - Fire - Mold - Biohazard and
Covid-19/Viral Sanitizing Services
www.PuroClean.com/pev-ga

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Michelin Specializing In:
BFG Alignment - Computer Balancing
. Brakes * Auto Repair
Uniroyal Industrial Foam Fill
QOil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

Ma
Store Hours {FQ' C’i’i_)/
Mon - Thur 10-5 ( =7
Fri 10-6 cfm '
Sat 10-3 e, 53
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Let's Spring into
the New Year with
Magnolia Dollars

SugarMagnoliaGifts.com
(706) 230-9100+267B Cleveland St. Blairsville

Gibson Land Service
. Travis Gibson

< - 706-897-8564
Tree Removal
Bucket Truck
Grading
Views
24 Hour Service

Worker’s Compensation Insurance

Kieth Prentice Heatingand Air LLC

PPBI’lthB Ei?ri:||tlfevilrbc|Erum 30512
Owner  Phone: 706-745-9665

Amana
fortconsultant@gmailcom  F -2684
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“May you have joy in the work of the LORD”
Remodeling « Painting
Yard Maintenance
& Much More

Mark A. Kelley, Owner

706-897-9485
FREE ESTIMATES

Uj‘:r : KELLEY HOME
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2307 Murphy Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

706-745-9596

Paul Bryan 706-897-1135

Valentine Trail Ride
¥ February13 & 14 @

Trackrock

90 min guided horseback
trail ride for 2 ~ $120

706-745-5252
Treat your special Valentine to a private
ride, professional photographer, s‘'mores
and hot cocoa by camp fire. Add’l riders $60.

www. Trackrock.com

Advance reservations required
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ACKY JONE!

Ford * Hayesville, NC ¢ 888.342.2282 « Chevrolet *Murphy, NC « 888.614.8940
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram ¢ Hayesville, NC » 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC + 828.369.5003

AUTOMDTIVE

We Make Buying Easy!

JACKYJONES.NET




